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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

* Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
Prelude                                                                                                                                          Personent Hodie 

arr. Gustav Holst 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Leader:        This is a day that God has made!  
All:              Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Time for sharing news of the church. 

          
* Opening the “Door” to Worship  
 

Leader:    Developed in the 14th century,  
     the word “dwell” became known as a “lingering” or “abiding.”  
People:    It had connections to “in-habit” – another word developed at that time.  
Leader:    After an Advent/Christmas season of focusing on housing the holy,  
     how will we linger and abide in this habit of hospitality?  
     What habits did you invite into your heart in this season  
     that you desire to take with you into the new year?  
     How might we sustain the dwelling places  
     that feed, house, clothe those who need it most? 
People:    Today we light the Christ Candle once again  
     that illumines the Door of Welcome.  
Leader:    May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in our church. 
People:    May Christ’s Light awaken us to possibilities  
     and lead us to greater hospitality. 
All:    There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 
   



* Gathering Carol                                                                 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
                                                                                                                                          Glory to God #143, v. 1-4 
 
* Invitation to Confession                              
 

Leader:    Have we really been to Bethlehem? 
     Have we worshiped at the manger? 
     Have we changed for the better? 
     Or have we simply gone back to being the people we were  
     before the joy, the peace, the gifts of Christmas? 
     Let us confess how we have not lived as those who have seen the Baby 
     as we pray together saying: 

 
* Prayer of Confession   (Unison) 
 
 Manger-dwelling God, we heard the songs of the angels, yet we easily tune-out the cries of the 
needy; we feel the breath of our children on our faces yet remain untouched by your Spirit of peace; we 
are surrounded by gifts as precious as those brought by the Wise Ones yet have trouble sharing with 
those who are from other countries, other faiths. 
    Forgive us, Grace swaddled in mystery.  We believe in Christmas, help us to believe in you even 
more; we hunger for happiness, feed us on your peace; we long for community and acceptance, surround 
us with our brothers and sisters and siblings we find in all those, of every age and every place, who follow 
and serve alongside our Savior, Jesus, the Christ, whose birth we continue to celebrate today.  Amen. 
 
* Assurance of God’s Forgiveness   
 

Leader:    Born that day was grace – for the broken and bereft; 
   born that day was hope – for the vulnerable and forgotten; 
   born that day was love – for all of us! 

People:    Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!   
    We will go to tell others of all we have seen, heard, experienced, and know.   
    Alleluia! 
 

* Passing The Peace 
 

Leader:    Since God in Christ Jesus has forgiven us,  
     let us forgive one another. 
     The Love of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
                   Please wave and say to one another or type in the comments 

  “Peace on Earth and Goodwill to All!” 
 
* Carol of Praise             Angels We Have Heard on High 
 Glory to God #113, v. 1 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Leader: God of mangers and palaces, of shepherds and kings, reveal yourself to us here in the mystery 
and magic of the Christmas season.  Free us to see the signs of your promise and hear the whispers of Good 
News.  May we join the songs of joy that proclaim to the world your presence among us.  We would glorify 
and praise you in ways that might convince the world of your grace and transform us all according to your 
love.  Amen. 



First Scripture Reading                                                                                      Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 

Anthem                                                            Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
       Glory to God # 129, v. 1-3 

 
Second Scripture Reading                                                                                            Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 



will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Leader:    The Word of God for the people of God.  
       All:    Thanks be to God.    
 
Making Room for Love Video 
 
Message    “The Outsiders”                              Rev.  Philip Blackwell 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* Carol of Response                                                                                What Child Is This 
                                                                                          Glory to God #145, v. 1-3 

 
Prayers of the People 

A time for silent prayers will be offered during the Prayers of the People. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
Offering  

 
Invitation  
Leader: The earth and all it contains belong to God, the world and those who live in it. 
  With gladness let us now offer from our life and labor our gifts to God. 
  We continue to welcome your financial gifts to Trinity Presbyterian Church,  

            and the ways to share are being shown in the live stream. 
 
* Doxology #                      God, We Honor You 
                   Glory to God #709, v. 1 

 
* Prayer of Dedication, including the Winger Food Pantry collection    (Unison) 
 
 May the gifts we share be from the heart, just as yours was that day, God of Bethlehem.  May they 
serve those who look for welcome, those who struggle with loss and grief, those who need to be blessed by 
hope.  This we pray in the name of your Child, Jesus.  Amen. 



WE GO FORTH TO SERVE IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST 
 
* Carol of Service                                                     Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
                                                                                                                                          Glory to God #136, v. 1-3 
 
* Commission and Blessing  
 
Postlude                                                               I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 

    
 
Participants in Today's Worship 
Pastor – Marilyn Gamm 
Director of Music & Pianist/Organist – Christian Hendricks 
Soloist – Evan Babel 
Liturgist – Otto Schultejans 
Children & Youth Minister – Hannah Peters 
Communications Coordinator – Katie Gibbons 
Technical Support – Dylan Voss and John Roman 
Ushers – Gordon & DeAnne Brown, Pat Gibbons 
 
The Trinity Choir: 
Soprano – Aleta Klein, Cricket Gordon, Jenn Clodi, Madeline Black (Section Leader) 
Alto – Connie Torretta, Margy Brown, Nancy Wagoner, Rachel Presti, Janelle Pierce (Section Leader)  
Tenor – Brian Schroer, Pat Courtney, Evan Babel (Section Leader) 
Bass – George Van Hare, Nigel Holloway, John Galczynski 

Contact Trinity’s staff and leadership by emailing admin@trinityucity.org or contacting the church office. 

 
 
 
 

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
NEWS AND NOTES FOR DECEMBER 26, 2021 

 

We open our doors to all persons to join in worship, fellowship, educational programs, and service. 
 

We welcome into membership all who profess faith in Jesus Christ without regard to gender, race, 
ethnic origin, worldly conditions, sexual orientation, disability, or any other human condition. 

 

We elect and ordain persons who are called by God and committed to serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the Church. 

 
About Our Guest Preacher  
The Rev. Phil Blackwell served United Methodist ministries across northern Illinois for 45 years before retiring 
in 2014. During that time he led congregations in a rural area, an industrial city, a northern suburb, and in the 
center of Chicago. He also was a campus minister and a member of the Northern Illinois Conference staff. His 
wife, Sally, and he moved to the St. Louis area last year to be near their two children and four grandchildren.  
 
Pastor Marilyn will be on vacation December 25-January 7.  The guest preacher December 26 will be Liz 
Nelson's father, the Rev. Dr. Philip Blackwell, and the guest preacher January 2 will be The Reverend C. Dale 
Jackson, Presbyter for Vision and Leadership for Heartland Presbytery. 



Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is responding 
in Six Presbyteries impacted by the December 10-11 Tornadoes 
  
 To support the PDA response, gifts can be designated in the memo line to DR000015 and mailed to: 
  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
P.O. Box 643700 

Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 
 
CATCH THE VISION 2022 
Financial Pledge Update 
 
Our 2022 financial pledge stewardship campaign continues!   
 
Stewardship is a time to rededicate ourselves to the mission and ministry of Trinity Church.   
 
In the words of our stewardship hymn, God “[empowers] us to catch the vision, dream the dream!  In bold 
accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!”   
 
For those of you who have submitted your “Catch the Vision” 2022 financial pledge to Trinity’s mission and 
ministry, Thank You!   
 
As of December 10, 2021 Trinity’s 2022 Financial Pledges were: 
     45 households                 $203,932.24 
 
This compares with total financial pledges for the past two years as follows: 
 
     2021: 53 households       $210,290 
     2020: 60 households       $254,750 
 
If you have not yet made a financial pledge, please join me in prayerfully considering what you can give in 
2022.   
 
Each of us is important, and every gift is a blessing.  
 
              - Jenn Clodi 
 
The Food Pantry uses the local Schnucks store to purchase canned goods and other non-perishables for 
the pantry.   We are taking part in the Schnucks reward program and receive award credits to use as credit 
against our food pantry purchases.   If you shop at Schnucks, you too can add to this by using Trinity's phone 
number 725-3840 when checking out.   The credit will go against future food pantry purchases.   The small 
amounts add up! 
 
Trinity is “broadcasting” our Sunday morning 10 a.m. worship service via our Facebook page or you can 
watch the recording on YouTube later on Sundays. Those who participate in this way on home computers or 
mobile devices can even type messages to one another during the live service, such as doing a virtual passing of 
the peace. Also, Facebook has captions!  While watching the service, find the gear icon at the bottom of the 
video and click on it.  When you do, an option pops up to turn on closed captioning! 
 
we live in this challenging time, Trinity continues to be available to all those who need us. Members 
desiring pastoral care are encouraged to call the church office at 314-725-3840 or to reach out to Deacon Corie 



Merker, 314-434-8286.  Your need will be shared confidentially with our Transitional Pastor the Reverend 
Marilyn Gamm. You also can email her directly at Marilyn.gamm@trinityucity.org 
 
Supporting the church through your financial gifts continues to be encouraged! Please mail your 
contributions to Trinity Presbyterian Church, Att’n: Linde, 6800 Washington Ave., University City, MO 63130, 
or check out the online giving instructions below. 
 
1) Text the code TPCDONATE $[your gift] to 73256. You'll receive a text back with a link that lets you 
complete your online donation. 
 
2) Log in to your Onrealm account (onrealm.org) and click on the "Giving" tab. 

 
Session 

Gordon Brown, Diana Gray, Kevin Harkins, Nigel Holloway, Mary Klingensmith, Sarah New Mayer,  
Mary McKown, Brian Muegge (Clerk), Bob Parks, Rachel Presti, Jan Schulte-Glad 

 
Deacons 

DeAnne Brown, Bill Cahoon, Stacey Carman, Anna Gardner-Andrews, Corie Merker, John Merker,  
Jim Person, Art Platt, Diana Regan, Joanne Roman, Cathy Smith, Spirit Sorensen 

 
 
 

 


