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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

* Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
Prelude                                                                                     Violin Concerto in F minor “Winter,” II. Largo 

by Antonio Vivaldi 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Leader:        This is a day that God has made!  
All:              Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Time for sharing news of the church. 

          
* Call to Worship  
 

Leader:    We who knelt in the stable— 
People:     Let us come and kneel in the temple! 
Leader:     Let our hearts give thanks, and our hands rejoice! 
People:     Let our spirits sing, and our bodies dance! 
Leader:     O children, enter the house of the Lord! 
People:     Enter God's presence, and be reborn! 
   

* Gathering Carol                                                  Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 
                                                                                                                                             Glory to God #130, v. 1 
 
* Invitation to Confession                              
 

Leader:    When we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
     But when we confess our sin, God who is faithful and just,  
     will forgive us our sin and cleanse us of all unrighteousness. 



     With regret and with faith let us confess our sin before God and one another  
     as we pray together saying: 

 
* Prayer of Confession   (Unison) 
 
 Gracious God, it's only a week after the Christmas celebration and we are exhausted.  People have 
come and gone; gatherings are winding down; we are being reminded of the “normalcy" of life returning 
to us.  We don't want to go there just yet.  We want to linger in the warmth of the season.  Forgive us 
when we don't seem to feel your warmth in our lives all the time.  Forgive us when we assign warmth only 
to Christmas, and then to Easter and seem to dwell on the mundane the rest of the time.  Give us courage 
to live as people of the Light, those who find your comforting, encouraging presence in our lives at all 
times.  Strengthen us for joyful service in your name as we pray through your gift of Emmanuel, God 
who is with us.  Amen. 
 
* Assurance of God’s Forgiveness   
 

Leader:    People of God, feel the presence of God right now, in this place,  
    warming your hearts, forgiving your fears and strife; preparing you for joyful service.  
People:    In the name of Jesus Christ, we are beloved and forgiven. 
    Alleluia! 

 
* Passing The Peace 
 

Leader:    Since God in Christ Jesus has forgiven us,  
     let us forgive one another. 
     The Love of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
                   Please wave and say to one another or type in the comments 

  “Peace on Earth and Goodwill to All!” 
 
* Carol of Praise             Angels We Have Heard on High 
 Glory to God #113, v. 1 

 
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Leader:    O Spirit, like Hannah and Elkanah and Mary and Joseph, we must learn the wisdom of 
honoring that which lies beyond us, of keeping within our hearts that which we do not comprehend.  Help us, 
as we ponder the power of your presence, the strength of your touch, and the mystery of your voice, to trust 
the prophets you raise up among your children and the savior you send unto your people.  We pray in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
 

First Scripture Reading                                                                           1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 
Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother used to make for him a little 
robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli 
would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift 
that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to their home. 
 
Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and with the people. 
 
 



* Anthem                                                   Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 
       Glory to God # 418, v. 1-3 

 
Second Scripture Reading                                       Luke 2:41-52            read by Rev. Jackson 
 
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they 
went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not 
find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, 
“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great 
anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, 
and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 
Leader:    The Word of God for the people of God.  

       All:    Thanks be to God.    
 
Message    “Home”                                          Rev.  C. Dale Jackson 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* Carol of Response                                               Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple 
                                                                                          Glory to God #148, v. 1-3 

 
Litany Prayers of the People for the New Year 

A time for silent prayers will be offered during the Prayers of the People. 

Leader:    A thanksgiving for life at the beginning of a new year  
     An offering of gratitude for blessings received  
     An awareness that throughout all the days that have gone  
     You have been present, Holy God.  
People:    In the dark of the darkest night  
     In the loneliness of the loneliest day  
     In the stumbling, searching, groping of our living  
     You have been present,  
     To bring light into our darkness  
     To bring companionship into our solitude  
     To bring direction into our wanderings.  
Leader:    And for that act of faith in us  
     For that belief in us through Jesus Christ  
     We offer today our thanksgiving, Loving God, 
     And in thanksgiving our prayers for others: 
People:    For those for whom the advent of this new year  
     has brought no peace or joy.  
     For the troubled land that is Afghanistan  
     For the refugees seeking asylum here  



     For the families left behind, and the children too young to comprehend  
     For the parentless and the angry;  
     Merciful God, may your peace descend slowly like a dove upon that land.  
Leader:    For those for whom there are no new year celebrations  
     because of the continuing aftermath of natural disasters  
     that destroyed homes and swept away whole communities this past year.  
People:    For those still scrabbling for a pittance of food  
     to keep body and soul together.  
     For those who found little warmth in the doorway or the dark alley,  
     For those addicted to their habit of drink or drugs,  
     For all victims of domestic violence at this time,  
     For those for whom anxiety and ill-health has blighted this stage of life.  
Leader:    And now, God of Healing and Peace  
     hear us as we offer our individual prayers  
     from wherever we are gathered to worship this day,  
     for ourselves, for our neighbors, friends and loved ones:   
 
     Silent Prayer 
 
     Thank you, Loving God, for hearing all these our prayers.    
People:    Today of all days and in this place of all places  
     we pray for University City and the greater St. Louis area  
     and for all the churches within it;  
     That your Holy Spirit may lead and direct  
     our thinking and our being together  
     so that our University City and the greater St. Louis area community   
     may flourish and prosper by the preaching of your Word  
     and the doing of your will.  
Leader:    As we have begun the year worshipping  
     may that spirit of harmony and togetherness 
     Typify all our relationships from this day forwards  
     by placing you, Almighty God, at the center of our lives  
     and by placing us at the center of yours. 
 

 And now let us pray together the prayer Jesus taught his disciples to say: 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
Offering  

 
Invitation  
 

Leader:    The earth and all it contains belong to God, the world and those who live in it. 
     With gladness let us now offer from our life and labor our gifts to God. 
     We continue to welcome your financial gifts to Trinity Presbyterian Church,  

          and the ways to share are being shown in the live stream. 



* Doxology #                               We Praise You, O God 
                   Glory to God #612, v. 1 

 
* Prayer of Dedication           (Unison) 
 
 You bless us with an abundance of gifts, God of this holy season, not as a reward for doing good, 
but as a means to reach out with healing to the broken, to clothe those who shiver in winter, and to bless 
others with the hope which has been ours.  As we offer our gifts to you, we do so in the name of Jesus, the 
Christ.  Amen. 
 

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST 
 
* Carol of Service                                                        Blest Be the God of Israel 
                                                                                                                                          Glory to God #109, v. 1-3 
 
* Commission and Blessing  
 

Leader:    And now at this the beginning of another week, let us go to praise our God! 
People:    We will sing of God’s hope as we offer compassion to the hurting. 
Leader:    Let us go to praise the Sibling of the poor! 
People:    We will offer psalms of passion as we seek to lift others to new life. 
Leader:    Let us go to praise the Spirit of humility. 
People:    We will join in canticles of conciliation and peace for our broken world. 
Leader:    May the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ and the love of God  
     and the fellowship and communion of the Holy Spirit go with us all. 
All:     Amen. 

 
Postlude                                                                                                Auld Lang Syne 
 

    
 
Participants in Today's Worship 
Pastor – Marilyn Gamm 
Director of Music & Pianist/Organist – Christian Hendricks 
Soloist – Janelle Pierce 
Liturgist – DJ Williams with Pat Gibbons 
Children & Youth Minister – Hannah Peters 
Communications Coordinator – Katie Gibbons 
Technical Support – Dylan Voss and John Roman 
Ushers – Cathy Smith, Melissa Kreishman, Jayne Howard 
 
 
The Trinity Choir: 
Soprano – Aleta Klein, Cricket Gordon, Jenn Clodi, Madeline Black (Section Leader) 
Alto – Connie Torretta, Margy Brown, Nancy Wagoner, Rachel Presti, Janelle Pierce (Section Leader)  
Tenor – Brian Schroer, Pat Courtney, Evan Babel (Section Leader) 
Bass – George Van Hare, Nigel Holloway, John Galczynski 

Contact Trinity’s staff and leadership by emailing admin@trinityucity.org or contacting the church office. 

 



TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
NEWS AND NOTES FOR JANUARY 2, 2022 

 

We open our doors to all persons to join in worship, fellowship, educational programs, and service. 
 

We welcome into membership all who profess faith in Jesus Christ without regard to gender, race, 
ethnic origin, worldly conditions, sexual orientation, disability, or any other human condition. 

 

We elect and ordain persons who are called by God and committed to serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the Church. 

 
About the Guest Preacher 
The Reverend C. Dale Jackson serves as the Presbyter for Vision and Leadership for Heartland Presbytery.  
Dale's roots are in the Midwest as he was raised in Wichita, Kansas, and is a graduate of Tabor College in 
Hillsboro, Kansas.  After graduating from seminary at Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, Dale served congregations in Missouri, Indiana, Chicago, and the St. Louis area.  Dale was also the 
Associate for Small Church Ministry at the PCUSA national offices.  In addition, he worked for the Office of 
Theology and Worship in a term position and then for a time with the Presbyterian Association of Musicians.   
 
Pastor Marilyn will be on vacation December 25-January 7.  The guest preacher January 2 will be The 
Reverend C. Dale Jackson, Presbyter for Vision and Leadership for Heartland Presbytery. 
 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is responding 
in Six Presbyteries impacted by the December 10-11 Tornadoes 
  
 To support the PDA response, gifts can be designated in the memo line to DR000015 and mailed to: 
  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
P.O. Box 643700 

Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 
 
CATCH THE VISION 2022 
Financial Pledge Update 
 
Our 2022 financial pledge stewardship campaign continues!   
 
Stewardship is a time to rededicate ourselves to the mission and ministry of Trinity Church.   
 
In the words of our stewardship hymn, God “[empowers] us to catch the vision, dream the dream!  In bold 
accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!”   
 
For those of you who have submitted your “Catch the Vision” 2022 financial pledge to Trinity’s mission and 
ministry, Thank You!   
 
As of December 10, 2021 Trinity’s 2022 Financial Pledges were: 
     45 households                 $203,932.24 
 
This compares with total financial pledges for the past two years as follows: 
 
     2021: 53 households       $210,290 
     2020: 60 households       $254,750 
 



If you have not yet made a financial pledge, please join me in prayerfully considering what you can give in 
2022.   
 
Each of us is important, and every gift is a blessing.  
 
              - Jenn Clodi 
 
The Food Pantry uses the local Schnucks store to purchase canned goods and other non-perishables for 
the pantry.   We are taking part in the Schnucks reward program and receive award credits to use as credit 
against our food pantry purchases.   If you shop at Schnucks, you too can add to this by using Trinity's phone 
number 725-3840 when checking out.   The credit will go against future food pantry purchases.   The small 
amounts add up! 
 
Trinity is “broadcasting” our Sunday morning 10 a.m. worship service via our Facebook page or you can 
watch the recording on YouTube later on Sundays. Those who participate in this way on home computers or 
mobile devices can even type messages to one another during the live service, such as doing a virtual passing of 
the peace. Also, Facebook has captions!  While watching the service, find the gear icon at the bottom of the 
video and click on it.  When you do, an option pops up to turn on closed captioning! 
 
we live in this challenging time, Trinity continues to be available to all those who need us. Members 
desiring pastoral care are encouraged to call the church office at 314-725-3840 or to reach out to Deacon Corie 
Merker, 314-434-8286.  Your need will be shared confidentially with our Transitional Pastor the Reverend 
Marilyn Gamm. You also can email her directly at Marilyn.gamm@trinityucity.org 
 
Supporting the church through your financial gifts continues to be encouraged! Please mail your 
contributions to Trinity Presbyterian Church, Att’n: Linde, 6800 Washington Ave., University City, MO 63130, 
or check out the online giving instructions below. 
 
1) Text the code TPCDONATE $[your gift] to 73256. You'll receive a text back with a link that lets you 
complete your online donation. 
 
2) Log in to your Onrealm account (onrealm.org) and click on the "Giving" tab. 

 
Session 

Gordon Brown, Diana Gray, Kevin Harkins, Nigel Holloway, Mary Klingensmith, Sarah New Mayer,  
Mary McKown, Brian Muegge (Clerk), Bob Parks, Rachel Presti, Jan Schulte-Glad 

 
Deacons 

DeAnne Brown, Bill Cahoon, Stacey Carman, Anna Gardner-Andrews, Corie Merker, John Merker,  
Jim Person, Art Platt, Diana Regan, Joanne Roman, Cathy Smith, Spirit Sorensen 


