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Light of the World Nativity  
By Br Mickey McGrath 
 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE – LESSONS AND CAROLS 

December 24, 2022 11:00 p.m. 
  
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD  
 
Prelude   We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
 
Welcome & Announcements                               
 

Leader: The Lord be with you 
 All:  And also with you  
 
Processional                   Once in Royal David City 
                            Glory to God #140, v. 1-4 
                        
* Call to Worship                
 

Leader: In the holy darkness of this night 
People:  amid labor pains and newborn cries,  
Leader: angel songs and tremors of fear, 
People: tears of relief and looks of amazement,   
Leader: Christ our Savior takes his first breath.  
All:  Rejoice! Emmanuel has come! 

God is with us! 
 

* Gathering Song          O	Come,	All	Ye	Faithful 
Glory to God #133, v. 1-4 

 
 
 



* Prayer of Praise 
Eternal God,  
the light pierces the night sky,  
as the star above the stable declares good news – 
the baby lying in the manger, 
so vulnerable and new, is your love,  
born to redeem, forgive and save.  
Open our hearts to receive this gift,  
that Christ may be born in us today.  
Through Christ our Lord we pray, Amen.  

 
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
The First Lesson                                                 Isaiah 9.2, 6-7 
The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined.  
For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 
Carol          																																																		 Ríu, Ríu, Chíu 

                 trad. Spanish carol 
 

The Second Lesson                Micah 5.2-5 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days.  
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
   when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
   to the people of Israel.  
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
   to the ends of the earth;  
5 and he shall be the one of peace.  
 



* Carol    													 	 	 	 		 	 	 O	Little	Town	of	Bethlehem 
                    Glory to God #121, v. 1-4 

 
The Third Lesson                Luke 1.26-38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, 
‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Carol    					                         Bogoroditse Devo 

                Sergei Rachmanino 
 
The Fourth Lesson                 Luke 2.1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child.6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 
 
* Carol    					                         Away in a Manger 

         Glory to God #115 v. 1-3 
 
The Fifth Lesson               Luke 2.8-20 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.10But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.17When they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Carol             “The shepherd’s farewell”, from L’enfance du Christ 

                      by Hector Berlioz 
 
The Sixth Lesson                                        Matthew 2.1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 



come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
 
Carol                            Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow	

        Glory to God #135, v. 1-2 
 
Message 
 
Christmas	Prayer	 

	
The	Lord’s	Prayer	 

Our	Father,	 
Who	art	in	heaven,	 
Hallowed	be	thy	name.	 
Thy	kingdom	come,	 
Thy	will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	 
Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread	 
and	forgive	us	our	debts	as	we	forgive	our	debtors.	 
And	lead	us	not	into	temptation	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	 
For	thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	power	and	glory	forever.	Amen.		

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
Offering                              
 

Invitation 
 

         Offertory                                                         Ave Maria 
                                                         by Franz Schubert 
                       

Lighting the Christ Candle   
The light spreads to all of Christ’s disciples. Taken from the Christ candle, the light is passed to those on 
the aisles – those on the isles then turn and pass the light to those beside them.   

 
* Carol of Light                                                                                                                            Silent	Night  
                                                                                                                                     Glory to God #122, v.1-4 
Ringing	of	Bells 
 
* Benediction  
 



* Congregational Response                                                                                                  Joy	to	the	World!  
                                                                                                                                        Glory to God #134, v.1-4 
 
The poinsettias in the sanctuary have been given by members of the following families 

DeAnne Brown 
Jenn Clodi – “To the glory of God and in gratitude for my wonderful family.” 
Diana Gray  
Jayne Howard - "To the glory of God and in celebration of boundless love for family and friends" 
Jane Kaiser 
John and Corrie Merker - "To our parents" 
Moffatt/Gardner-Andrews family - "We celebrate the beloved saints who have left us in the Moffatt/ 
Gardner-Andrews families. We remember them with much joy and gratitude. And we celebrate dear 
Gamma's move to St. Louis and her first Christmas in the area!” 
Tim and Barb Rand - "In honor of Jane Rand" 
Susan Rava 
Cathy and Bill Smith - "Happy Advent to all!" 
Mel Smith - "In gratitude for all the Saints at Trinity" 
Nancy and Bob Wagoner - "With love to our dear family at this special time of the year" 
Sylvia Washington - "For my mom, Polly Brown, my dad, James Brown, my niece, Kelly Batt, and my 
sister, Sharon Batt" 

 
Participants in Today's Worship 

Children & Youth Minister – Hannah Peters  
Communications Coordinator – Katie Gibbons  
Director of Music & Pianist/Organist – Christian Hendricks 
Pastor  – Rev Melanie Smith 
Technical Support – Dylan Voss 
Ushers – DeAnne & Gordon Brown 

 
The Trinity Choir: 

Soprano – Aleta Klein, Cricket Gordon, Jenn Clodi, Madeline Black (Section Leader) 
Alto – Margy Brown, Nancy Wagoner, Rachel Presti, Janelle Pierce (Section Leader)  
Tenor – Pat Courtney, Evan Babel (Section Leader) 
Bass –Nigel Holloway, Brian Schroer, Clayton Mathews (Section Leader) 

 
Contact Trinity’s staff and leadership by emailing admin@trinityucity.org or contacting the church office. 

 
Advent Crisis Nursery Drive 
 
During Advent we have been collecting items for the Crisis Nursey and we have had a wonderful response! The 
donations have been gathered in the Narthex – we are grateful for your generous contributions, which will make a 
difference in our community!



 


