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EPIPHANY SUNDAY AND COMMUNION 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD  
 
Prelude           Solfeggietto in C minor 

   by C.P.E. Bach 
 
Welcome & Announcements                               
 

Leader: The Lord be with you 
All:  And also with you  

                        
* Call to Worship                    
 

Leader:  Arise, shine, for your light has come,  
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

People:  We come to this place,  
Following the star,  
Seeking a miracle.  

Leader: you will see be radiant,  
Your heart shall thrill and rejoice.  

All:  for here we find a prophecy fulfilled,  
And a mystery revealed!  

 
* Gathering Song     We Three Kings 

Glory to God #151, v. 1-5 
 
 



* Invitation to Confession 
 

* Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 

Guiding One,   
we want to believe that we would be like the magi, 
that we would follow the burning star  
and protect the innocent child, 
that we would stand up to power  
and listen to your voice whispering through dreams.  

 
But too often, we have turned a blind eye to your presence in the world,  
and walked away from those who need us.  
Too often, we have bent to the systems and powers that rule,  
ignoring your call and resigning ourselves  
to the way things have always been.  

 
Forgive our lack of action and imagination,  
and our unwillingness to follow.  
By your Spirit,  
Guide our steps, and give us courage 
to walk on new roads  
that lead us home to you.  
Amen.  

 
* Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 
 

Leader: Look! Listen!  
God calls inviting us  
to hear the good news –  
God’s love has entered the world  
proclaiming that we are all  
welcome, loved and forgiven.  

People: Thanks be to God! Amen 
 
* Passing The Peace 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you 

 
Please share the peace of Christ with those around you 

 
* Song of Praise                                                                            Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

          Glory to God #582, v. 1 
 

Time With Children                    Rev. Mel Smith 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
 
 



First Scripture Reading                                               Isaiah 60.1-6 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you.  
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
Anthem                                   Christ, Be Our Light 
 

Second Scripture Reading                    Matthew 2.1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
 

Message                                                                                                     Rev. Mel Smith 
 
 
 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith  
 

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God,  
The firstborn of all creation; 
in Jesus, all things in heaven and on earth were created, 
things visible and invisible.  
All things have been created through him and for him.  
He himself is before all things,  
and in him all things hold together.  
He is head of the body, the church; 
He is the beginning,  
the firstborn of the dead,  
so that he might come to have first place in everything.  
For in him all the fullness of god was pleased to dwell,  
and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things,  
whether on earth or in heaven,  
by making peace through the blood of his cross.  
Amen.  

 
Communion 

Invitation to the Table  
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Leader: The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you 
Leader: Lift up your hearts 
People: we lift them up to the Lord 
Leader: Let us give thanks and praise the Lord our God 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
Sanctus                     Glory to God #552 

 
Memorial Acclamation                    Glory to God #553 

 
   Prayers of the People             
 
    The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Distribution Music           I Come with Joy  
                      Glory to God #515, v. 1-5 
 
 
 



Prayer After Communion (unison) 
We give you thanks O God 
for the gifts of this table. 
Through bread and wine,  
we have received a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  
As we go from this place,  
Guide us by your light to share the gifts of your grace 
with everyone we meet 
giving glory, honor, and praise  
to Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
Offering    
 

Invitation   
           
Offertory            With One Voice 

 by Ricky Manalo 
 
Doxology                        We Are an Offering
               Glory to God #710 v. 1 
 
Prayer of Dedication  

God of Surprise,  
By the stars, you led the magi to Jesus.  
Overjoyed by his presence, they offered him precious gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
Out of gratitude and thanksgiving, we offer our gifts –  
of time and energy, creativity and money.  
May they be used to shine light in our community  
and proclaim the good news of your love and presence.  
This we pray in the name of your Son Jesus Christ,  
Amen  

 
  Song of Service                                        Arise Your Light Is Come!  

         Glory to God #744, v. 1-4 
 
* Commission and Blessing 
 
Postlude          “March of the Three Magi” from Weihnachtsbaum 
                    by Franz Liszt 
                                         
Participants in Today's Worship 

Acolyte – Simmone Klein 
Children & Youth Minister – Hannah Peters  
Communications Coordinator – Katie Gibbons  
Director of Music & Pianist/Organist – Christian Hendricks 
Liturgist – Barry Rudert 
Preacher – Rev Mel Smith 
Technical Support – Dylan Voss 
Ushers – Corie & John Merker, DeAnne & Gordon Brown 

 
 

 



The Trinity Choir: 
Soprano – Aleta Klein, Cricket Gordon, Jenn Clodi, Madeline Black (Section Leader) 
Alto – Margy Brown, Nancy Wagoner, Rachel Presti, Janelle Pierce (Section Leader)  
Tenor – Pat Courtney, Evan Babel (Section Leader) 
Bass –Nigel Holloway, Brian Schroer, Clayton Mathews (Section Leader) 

 
Contact Trinity’s staff and leadership by emailing admin@trinityucity.org or contacting the church office. 

 
            TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES FOR JANUARY 8, 2023 

We open our doors to all persons to join in worship, fellowship, educational programs, and service. 
We welcome into membership all who profess faith in Jesus Christ without regard to gender, race, 

ethnic origin, worldly conditions, sexual orientation, disability, or any other human condition. 
We elect and ordain persons who are called by God and committed to serving the 

Lord Jesus Christ in the Church.

January Adult Education with Mayor Terry Crow 
University City Mayor and a friend of Trinity, Terry Crow will be our guest speaker during adult education hour 
on January 29, 2023. Terry will give an update on happenings in University City and answer questions.  
 
This will be an in-person event in the Weems Chapel. 
Date and time: January 29, 2023, from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm. 
 
December Activity at the Winger Food Pantry 
December was another busy month at the food pantry.  We were closed the week after Christmas and only open 
on three afternoons.   
 
We registered 9 new clients during the month.  We distributed food, personal care items and clothing to 200 
individuals residing in 80 households.   
 
Thanks to the donors and volunteers who support the ministry of the Winger Food Pantry during 2022.  We 
couldn't do it without you! 

 
Kitchen Cabinet Future Gatherings 
Discussions were had and the future meetings of the Kitchen Cabinet will be in Person the First Thursday’s of the 
month, and on Zoom the Third Thursday’s of the month.  See below for our tentative schedule: 

Next gatherings: 
Thursday, January 19 - Zoom 

 
The Food Pantry uses the local Schnucks store to purchase canned goods and other non-perishables for 
the pantry. We are taking part in the Schnucks reward program and receive award credits to use as credit 
against our food pantry purchases. If you shop at Schnucks, you too can add to this by using Trinity's phone 
number 725-3840 when checking out. The credit will go against future food pantry purchases. The small 
amounts add up! 

 
Trinity is “broadcasting” our Sunday morning 10 a.m. worship service via our Facebook page or you can 
watch the recording on YouTube later on. Those who participate in this way on home computers or  mobile 
devices can even type messages to one another during the live service, such as doing a virtual passing of the 
peace. Also, Facebook has captions! While watching the service, find the gear icon at the bottom of the video  
and click on it. When you do, an option pops up to turn on closed captioning! 

 



While we live in this challenging time, Trinity continues to be available to all those who need us. Members 
desiring pastoral care are encouraged to call the church office at 314-725-3840 or to reach out to Deacon Corie 
Merker, 314-434-8286. Your need will be shared confidentially with our Pastor the Reverend Mel Smith. You 
also can email her directly at melanie.smith@trinityucity.org 
 
Supporting the church through your financial gifts continues to be encouraged! Please mail your 
contributions to Trinity Presbyterian Church, Att’n: Linde, 6800 Washington Ave., University City, MO 63130, 
or check out the online giving instructions below. 

 
1) Text the code TPCDONATE $[your gift] to 73256. You'll receive a text back with a link that lets you 
complete your online donation. 
2) Log in to your Onrealm account (onrealm.org) and click on the "Giving" tab. 

 
Session 

Diana Gray, Kevin Harkins, Diane Hemphill, Jayne Howard, Jane Kaiser, Mary Klingensmith, 
Sarah New Mayer (Clerk), Mary McKown, Bob Parks, Jan Schulte-Glad 

 
Deacons 

Anna Gardner-Andrews, DeAnne Brown, Stacey Carman, Cricket Gordon, Jennifer Higginbotham, 
Corie Merker, John Merker, Jim Person, Art Platt, Christy Schindler 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
If you have an addition to the prayer list, please contact the church office. 

 
Prayers for Peace, Healing, Strength, Safety, Hope, Comfort and Thanksgiving 
 
• For Sue Lorenz’s niece Janet Smith, a diabetic who had her right leg removed in late December while sedated. 
• For the Rudert family, on the death of Barry’s sister Jan Rudert, who died and entered the church triumphant 

Dec. 20, 2022. 
• For Susan Schindler, Matt Schindler’s mother, who continues to heal and is home from rehab after hip surgery. 
• For Anna Gordon, for healing.  
• For Andrew Reid. 
• For Greg Lage, friend of the Schindler family, in rehab and dealing with short term memory issues but 

progressing physically after his serious bike accident October 1. 
• For Spirit Sorenson, continuing to experience falling issues. 
• For Sue Lorenz, who is finding some relief from her exhaustion through use of a CPAP.  
• For Megan Merritt who continues to suffer pain and receive treatment for injuries involving her ankle. 
• For Judy Thomsen’s son Scott, who lives in Denver and has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 
• For guidance for Brian and Cricket Gordon on finding a new appropriate program for their daughter Anna. 
• For Jen and Marty Cooke, Aunt and Uncle to John and Katie Howard, who are partnered in Marty’s challenging 

journey with Parkinson’s. 
• For Elaine and Harley Gordon, Brian Gordon’s brother and his wife Elaine, who are dealing with multiple 

health issues.  
• For Art Platt, who is suffering with multiple health problems and is working with his doctors on possible 

solutions.    
• For Sue Lorenz’s niece Pat who continues to have little appetite, despite some relief from nausea after her visit 

to Mayo Clinic. 
• For the Berhe family, a refuge family that Trinity sponsored in the 1980s. They are very concerned for and 

unable to reach their family in Tigray, which is engaged in a violent conflict with the federal government of 
Ethiopia.  

• For Inge Crowley, friend of Jenn & Jeff Clodi, who needs prayers for healing. 
 



Prayers for Ongoing Support 
• For all those protesting racial injustice and working for equity, each in their own way. 
• For Marta and Doyne Haas, parents of Jayne Howard, who are living with dementia’s diminishing effects; 

Marta as caretaker, Doyne as patient. 
• For Brian Gordon, living with multiple health challenges, and for Cricket who is caring for him. 
• For Kim Merritt, as she copes with various health issues. 
• For Marilyn Swain, cousin of Jane Gibbons, at home recovering from a stroke. 
• For Neil Norkaitis, living with various health concerns, and Sandy who is caring for him.  
• For Kathie and Bill Cahoon and Kathie's mother Mary Schmid, as they continue to work through various health 

challenges.   
• For Mary Dressendorfer Rivera, cousin of Linda Peterson, who has metastatic breast cancer. 
• For Linda Thompson's father Bob Phillips, living in a memory care unit in Indiana. 
• For Marge Plourde, living with memory challenges at Laclede Groves. 
• For Light for the Darkness, an organization that helps to counsel people in St. Louis who have mental health 

issues.  
• For DeAnne and Gordon's son, Joe, as they deal with the problems of schizophrenia. 
• For Donna Fairchild, mother of Connie Torretta, managing health issues in Florida.  
• For Bob Lorenz, who has health challenges, and for Sue, who is caring for him. 
• For the Schroer family, Brian, Mary and Jo, as Mary’s mother, Marianne Clark, is in hospice care. 
• For Don Ware, friend of Art Platt, who is living with cancer. 
• For Jean Dausch, Cricket Gordon's friend, coping with primary lateral sclerosis (PLS). 
• For M’ticqah Barbour, Opal’s daughter and Nasia Metcalfe’s mother, who is coping with severe symptoms of 

Sickle Cell Disease. 
 
 
 
 


