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Jesus Calls His Disciples  
By He Qi 
 

Third Sunday After Epiphany  
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD  
 
Prelude              Five Pieces for Piano, Op. 75, “Björken (The Birch)” 

 by Jean Sibelius 
 
Welcome & Announcements  

 
Leader: The Lord be with you 
All:  And also with you  

                        
* Call to Worship                                          
 

Leader: The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear?  
 

People:  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?  
 

Leader: As we behold the beauty of God’s temple, 
we see God’s face. 
 

All:  God is our shelter and our shade.  
We will sing to the God of our salvation! 

 
* Gathering Song          How Firm a Foundation
                                                                                                                                     Glory to God #463, v. 1-5 
 
 



* Invitation to Confession 
 

* Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 

Christ our Messiah,  
you call us to follow,  
to step out in faith,   
and leave familiar ways of thinking and living in the world.  
But we hold on to what’s familiar,  
afraid to put our trust in you,  
and worried we will fall short.  

 
Forgive us.  
Transform our fear into faithfulness,  
and enable us to walk with you,  
that we may be part of your work in the world.  
Amen.  
 

* Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 
 
Leader: Just as Jesus called the disciples,  

Christ calls us.  
Forgiven of our sin  
and freed to serve,  
let us answer Christ’s call.  

People: Christ calls us, forgives us, heals us  
and gives us the gift  
of new, abundant life.  
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
* Passing The Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you 
People: And also with you 

 
Please share the peace of Christ with those around you 

 
* Song of Praise                                                                            Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

          Glory to God #582, v. 1 
 

Time With Children                    Rev. Mel Smith 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
First Scripture Reading                                                Isaiah 9.1-4 
 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  
2 The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 



those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined.  
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder.  
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 
Anthem                 Eye Has Not Seen 

        by Marty Haugen 
 

Second Scripture Reading                  Matthew 4.12-23 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made 
his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  
15 ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—  
16 the people who sat in darkness 
   have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
   light has dawned.’  
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will 
make you fish for people.’ 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him.21As he went from there, he 
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.  
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 
   Message                                                                                                     Rev. Mel Smith 
 
   Affirmation of Faith           Adapted from the Confession of 1967 
 

God’s sovereign love is a mystery 
beyond the reach of the human mind.  
Human thought ascribes to God  
superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  
But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ 
by showing power in the form of a servant,  
wisdom in the folly of the cross,  
and goodness in receiving  
sinful humanity.  
The power of God’s love in Christ 
to transform the world  
discloses that the Redeemer  
is the Lord and Creator 
who made all things 



to serve the purpose of God’s love.  
Amen.  
 

Song of Response                      From the Nets of Our Labor 
                              Glory to God #751, v. 1-6 
 
Prayers of the People             
 
   The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever. Amen. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
Offering    
 

Invitation              “The Lord Is My Light”, from Five Hymns 
               by Heinz Werner Zimmermann 

 
Doxology                We Are an Offering 

   Glory to God #710 v. 1 
 

Prayer of Dedication  
God of Abundance,  
we bring what we have; the work of our hands,  
the creativity of our minds, the time we can give,  
the financial resource we can offer.  
Receive these gifts –  
may they become good news in our community:  
food for the hungry, comfort for sick,  
welcome for the stranger and love for the weary.  
Through Christ we pray, Amen.   

 
   Song of Service                                  May the God of Hope Go With Us   

          Glory to God #565, v. 1 
 
* Commission and Blessing 
 
   Congregational Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Participants in Today's Worship 
Acolyte – Alice Armstrong Crumb 
Children & Youth Minister – Hannah Peters  
Communications Coordinator – Katie Gibbons  
Director of Music & Pianist/Organist – Christian Hendricks 
Liturgist – Zach Krivonak 
Preacher  – Rev Mel Smith 
Technical Support – Dylan Voss 
Ushers – Jayne Howard 

 
The Trinity Choir: 

Soprano – Aleta Klein, Cricket Gordon, Jenn Clodi, Madeline Black (Section Leader) 
Alto – Margy Brown, Nancy Wagoner, Rachel Presti, Janelle Pierce (Section Leader)  
Tenor – Pat Courtney, Evan Babel (Section Leader) 
Bass –Nigel Holloway, Brian Schroer, Clayton Mathews (Section Leader) 

 
Contact Trinity’s staff and leadership by emailing admin@trinityucity.org or contacting the church office. 
 
 
            TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES FOR JANUARY 22, 2023 

We open our doors to all persons to join in worship, fellowship, educational programs, and service. 
We welcome into membership all who profess faith in Jesus Christ without regard to gender, race, 

ethnic origin, worldly conditions, sexual orientation, disability, or any other human condition. 
We elect and ordain persons who are called by God and committed to serving the 

Lord Jesus Christ in the Church.

Congregational Meeting Sunday, January 22, 2023 – immediately following worship 
Calling all members! Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, January 22, immediately following 
worship. The purpose of the meeting is to vote on Elders and Deacons brought by the nominating committee, 
receiving the budget and vote on the Pastor’s terms of call. If you are a member of Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
you have a vote! Please join us for this congregational meeting.  

 
January Adult Education with Mayor Terry Crow – Jan. 29, 2023, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
University City Mayor and a friend of Trinity, Terry Crow will be our guest speaker during adult education hour on 
January 29, 2023. Terry will give an update on happenings in University City and answer questions. This will be an 
in-person event in the Weems Chapel. 
 
Kitchen Cabinet Future Gatherings 
Discussions were had and the future meetings of the Kitchen Cabinet will be in Person the First Thursday’s of the 
month, and on Zoom the Third Thursday’s of the month.  See below for our tentative schedule: 

Next gatherings: 
Thursday, January 19 - Zoom 

 
The Food Pantry uses the local Schnucks store to purchase canned goods and other non-perishables for 
the pantry. We are taking part in the Schnucks reward program and receive award credits to use as credit 
against our food pantry purchases. If you shop at Schnucks, you too can add to this by using Trinity's phone 
number 725-3840 when checking out. The credit will go against future food pantry purchases. The small 
amounts add up! 
 
 



Trinity is “broadcasting” our Sunday morning 10 a.m. worship service via our Facebook page or you can 
watch the recording on YouTube later on. Those who participate in this way on home computers or  mobile 
devices can even type messages to one another during the live service, such as doing a virtual passing of the 
peace. Also, Facebook has captions! While watching the service, find the gear icon at the bottom of the video  
and click on it. When you do, an option pops up to turn on closed captioning! 
 
While we live in this challenging time, Trinity continues to be available to all those who need us. Members 
desiring pastoral care are encouraged to call the church office at 314-725-3840 or to reach out to Deacon Corie 
Merker, 314-434-8286. Your need will be shared confidentially with our Pastor the Reverend Mel Smith. You 
also can email her directly at melanie.smith@trinityucity.org 
Supporting the church through your financial gifts continues to be encouraged! Please mail your 
contributions to Trinity Presbyterian Church, Att’n: Linde, 6800 Washington Ave., University City, MO 63130, or 
check out the online giving instructions below. 

1) Text the code TPCDONATE $[your gift] to 73256. You'll receive a text back with a link that lets you 
complete your online donation. 
2) Log in to your Onrealm account (onrealm.org) and click on the "Giving" tab. 

 
Session 

Diana Gray, Kevin Harkins, Diane Hemphill, Jayne Howard, Jane Kaiser, Mary Klingensmith, 
Sarah New Mayer (Clerk), Mary McKown, Bob Parks, Jan Schulte-Glad 

 
Deacons 

Anna Gardner-Andrews, DeAnne Brown, Stacey Carman, Cricket Gordon, Jennifer Higginbotham, 
Corie Merker, John Merker, Jim Person, Art Platt, Christy Schindler 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
If you have an addition to the prayer list, please contact the church office. 

 
Prayers for Peace, Healing, Strength, Safety, Hope, Comfort and Thanksgiving 
 

• For Linda Thompson and family, on the peaceful passing of her father Bob Phillips on January 1 in Indiana. 
• For Sue Lorenz’s niece Janet, a diabetic who had her right leg removed in late December. 
• For the Rudert family, on the death of Jan Rudert – who died and entered the church triumphant Dec. 20, 

2022 
• For Susan Schindler, Matt Schindler’s mother, who continues to heal and is home from rehab after hip 

surgery. 
• For Henry Biggs and family on the peaceful passing from this life of his mother Penelope Biggs in early 

November.  
• For Nedra Bodman, who had hernia surgery in October and who is facing a knee replacement.  
• For Greg Lage, friend of the Schindler family, in rehab and dealing with short term memory issues but 

progressing physically after his serious bike accident October 1. 
• For Sue Lorenz, who is finding some relief from her exhaustion through use of a CPAP.  
• For Megan Merritt who continues to suffer pain and receive treatment for injuries involving her ankle. 
• For Judy Thomsen’s son Scott, who lives in Denver and has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 
• For Jen and Marty Cooke, Aunt and Uncle to John and Katie Howard, who are partnered in Marty’s 

challenging journey with Parkinson’s. 
• For Elaine and Harley Gordon, Brian Gordon’s brother and his wife Elaine, who are dealing with multiple 

health issues.  
• For Art Platt, who is suffering with multiple health problems and is working with his doctors on possible 

solutions.    
• For Sue Lorenz’s niece Pat, who continues to have little appetite despite some relief from nausea. 



• For the Berhe family, a refuge family that Trinity sponsored in the 1980s. They are very concerned for and 
unable to reach their family in Tigray, which is engaged in a violent conflict with the federal government of 
Ethiopia.  

• For Inge Crowley, friend of Jenn & Jeff Clodi, who needs prayers for healing. 
 

Prayers for Ongoing Support 
• For Anna Gordon, daughter of Brian and Cricket Gordon. 
• For all those protesting racial injustice and working for equity, each in their own way. 
• For Marta and Doyne Haas, parents of Jayne Howard, who are living with dementia’s diminishing effects; 

Marta as caretaker, Doyne as patient. 
• For Brian Gordon, living with multiple health challenges, and for Cricket who is caring for him. 
• For Kim Merritt, as she copes with various health issues. 
• For Marilyn Swain, cousin of Jane Gibbons, at home recovering from a stroke. 
• For Neil Norkaitis, living with various health concerns, and Sandy who is caring for him.  
• For Kathie and Bill Cahoon and Kathie's mother Mary Schmid, as they continue to work through various 

health challenges.   
• For Mary Dressendorfer Rivera, cousin of Linda Peterson, who has metastatic breast cancer. 
• For Marge Plourde, living with memory challenges at Laclede Groves. 
• For Light for the Darkness, an organization that helps to counsel people in St. Louis who have mental health 

issues.  
• For DeAnne and Gordon's son, Joe, as they deal with the problems of schizophrenia. 
• For Donna Fairchild, mother of Connie Torretta, managing health issues in Florida.  
• For Bob Lorenz, who has health challenges, and for Sue, who is caring for him. 
• For the Schroer family, Brian, Mary and Jo, as Mary’s mother, Marianne Clark, is in hospice care. 
• For Don Ware, friend of Art Platt, who is living with cancer. 
• For Jean Dausch, Cricket Gordon's friend, coping with primary lateral sclerosis (PLS). 
• For M’ticqah Barbour, Opal’s daughter and Nasia Metcalfe’s mother, who is coping with severe symptoms of 

Sickle Cell Disease. 
 
 


