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January 17, 2021         Luke 4:1-13 

“Spending Time Hovering” 

In this story evil personified as the devil presents to Jesus wants as 

needs…falsehoods as truths…and distrust as faith. 

Evil presents wants as needs…falsehoods as truths…and distrust as faith. 

This is a universal truth about how evil operates, which the best of us spends 

our lives successfully resisting to varying degrees. 

And this is a truth that we’ve seen particularly personified the past four years in 

our country as evil has presented wants as needs…falsehoods as truths…and distrust 

as faith, culminating in a murderous, insurrectionist mob storming our nation’s capitol a 

week and a half ago. 

What we’ve been witnessing is evil personified in a leader and in those who 

even now when he’s lost the election and has been impeached for the second time 

continue to choose to follow and enable him. 

As much as we’d like to forget these past four years, as much as we’d like to 

deny that this nation’s 400 years of ongoing racist history has contributed to these 

present days, on this Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend as both people of faith 

and as citizens we can’t afford to do so. 

Evil empowered has done and continues to do great harm as increasing 

numbers of both faith leaders and politicians have the courage to say no and then are 

literally having their lives threatened for doing so. 

Even as we hopefully and optimistically anticipate the beginning of new national 

leadership this Wednesday, after what we’ve witnessed and continue to learn about the 

attempted coup, it’s hard not to feel fearful and discouraged. 
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For we know from both reading our Scriptures and life lived in this world that evil 

is always seductively seeking to tempt willing human beings. 

The story of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness follows his baptism and God’s 

voice claiming him as Beloved Child.  

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we’re told it then led Jesus into the wilderness – the 

desert – where, as he fasted, spending time “hovering” and soul-searching over the 

big picture of the ministry God was calling him toward, he was tempted to abuse his 

Beloved Child power by the devil. 

But the Spirit didn’t just drop Jesus off to fend for himself.  The story says Jesus 

was led into the wilderness “full of the Holy Spirit.” 

That Holy Spirit presence continued to live within Jesus, strengthening him for 

his time of testing even as the fasting weakened and made his physical body more 

vulnerable. 

Jesus’ testing didn’t end after his 40 days resisting evil’s seductive temptations. 

Our Scripture ends on the ominous note that the devil departed until an 

opportune time. 

After these last 10 months of the church building being closed and conducting 

worship, fellowship, meetings, and our “Seeking God’s New Thing” conversations 

online Trinity’s transitional adventure may feel like we’ve been living through a time in 

the desert of wilderness testing as well. 

Especially during these times when you’re indeed “homesick” for the Trinity 

you knew pre-pandemic you’ve resisted the temptations to miss the creative 

possibilities God is placing before you through focusing exclusively on what you’re 

missing from when Session closed the building last March. 
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You’ve resisted the temptations to limit your imaginations to trying to replicate 

the past rather than recognizing that Trinity is in a new time and season of mission and 

ministry. 

You’ve resisted temptations to miss the creative possibilities God is placing 

before you by thinking you already know the answers, indeed, to presume some are 

foregone conclusions and so let’s just get on with it. 

You’ve resisted temptations to rush through this transitional adventure season 

rather than spending the time in “hovering” prayerful soul-searching and discernment, 

doing the work of asking yourselves the hard as well as the unanswerable at this time 

questions. 

These have been real tests during Trinity’s transitional adventure time of 

“hovering” over the big picture of the ministry God is calling this church community 

toward. 

Thank you for all the ways you’ve so far seriously engaged with the difficult work 

of spending time “hovering” in prayerful soul-searching and discernment over the big 

picture of the ministry God is calling Trinity toward. 

I look forward to our third round of transitional conversations being launched 

following worship this morning. 

To God be the Glory! 

Amen. 


