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May 9, 2021              John 15:9-17 

“Embracing Jesus’ Friendship” 

Those of you who are watching this worship service being live streamed via 

Trinity’s Facebook page have at least some awareness about having social media 

“friends.” 

I currently have several hundred Facebook “friends.” 

I know others – probably some of you – who have thousands of “friends” on 

your Facebook or other social networking pages. 

Often the way this happens is friends of friends see and like something you’ve 

posted and ask to become your “friend.” 

So, while your Facebook “friends” list likely includes many of your closest 

family and friends, there are also probably a lot of people in your “friends” network 

that you may have never even met and hardly know at all except through their postings. 

For me since I’ve moved a lot over the course of my adult life, it’s been a way to 

both at least loosely stay in touch and keep up with family and friends and also to 

reconnect with people I haven’t otherwise seen or heard from in decades. 

Whether you’re on Facebook or another social networking site or not – or 

whether you even have a computer or not – as Christians we’re all members of another 

“friends” network. 

Our Gospel reading this morning teaches us that as Christians we’re all 

members of Jesus’ “friends” network. 

And similar to our social networking sites, we have both close Christian friends 

along with other Christian “friends” who are literally around the globe that we may or 

may not know in any way at all. 
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A way to think about it is that our belief in Jesus as the Christ and the many 

expressions of our Christian faith around the world is our “friends” and “social 

network” connection. 

“You are my friends,” Jesus said to those first disciples about midway through 

what is in John’s Gospel his four-chapter farewell lecture. 

In her The Christian Century “Living by the Word” article, St. Paul’s United 

Church Pastor Catherine Faith MacLean notes that, 

“In the long telling that reveals love in John’s Gospel, this chapter brings us the 

only occasion when Jesus says this.  

“‘I do not call you servants any longer,’ he goes on, ‘but I have called you 

friends.’” 

The Edmonton, Alberta pastor continues, “Friendship is our second circle of kin.  

Friends fill in for family when family is lost.  

“When we are distant by geography, when we are shunned for who we are, 

when we are up to our ears in work that family cannot understand – friends fill in.  

“They shorten the distance to the heart; they embrace the authentic; they hold 

the baby; they listen.  

“And they love.” 

Dr. MacLean states, “The disciples do this.  The early listeners to John’s story 

did it.  

“They filled in; they kept the love alive.  They loved one another as Jesus loved 

them.  

“They held onto this commandment” from what she calls “one world-disrupting 

evening.” 
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And Dr. MacLean writes that it’s now up to us “to teach this commandment of 

love in a world that needs more disrupting.” 

Indeed, this commandment to love one another as an expression of Jesus’ gift of 

naming them his friends would see them through the on-the-doorstep and life-

disrupting time of his arrest, trial and crucifixion. 

It would see them through the shock, awe and wonder of his resurrection. 

This commandment to love one another as an expression of Jesus’ gift of 

naming them his friends would see them through their renewed grieving after Jesus’ 

return to God. 

It would empower them to embrace the power of Jesus’ gift of friendship even in 

the midst of continued world-disrupting challenges and opportunities particularly to his 

commissioning them to go and bear the lasting “fruit” of carrying on his lifegiving, life-

affirming mission and ministry of expressing God’s love for all the hurting people and 

places of this world.   

Which brings us to today. 

We’re literally still living through “one world-disrupting” year, aren’t we? 

And during this ongoing pandemic, getting physically together with family and 

friends including our Christian friends may be one of the things we’ve missed the most. 

Phone calls, texts, emails, cards, notes and letters, along with social media 

connections have been ways we’ve endeavored to stay in touch.  

But let’s be honest – it’s been a lonely year-plus, and especially so for those who 

for various reasons already had fewer human relationships and friendship networks 

than others. 

Through our Gospel reading this morning Jesus says to each and every one of 

us “you are my friends.” 
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I know to some that may sound “pie-in-the-sky-ish”. 

Jesus isn’t literally here for us to meet and get to know in person the way those 

first disciples did. 

Yet our Gospel reading reminds us that Jesus taught, “You are my friends when 

you do what I command you….This is my commandment, that you love one another as 

I have loved you.” 

In Lauren Winner’s book Mudhouse Sabbath, she reflects on Judaism from her 

perspective as a Christian convert who was raised in the Jewish faith.  

Winner writes that "practice is to Judaism what belief is to Christianity."  

In other words, for Jesus as a Jew loving God is more than a feeling, important 

to our souls as that also is.   

For Jesus, loving God is living every aspect of one’s life endeavoring to keep the 

commandments and creating the kind of exclusively worshiping our Creator and loving-

and-respecting-one’s-neighbor-kind of community they’re intended to foster. 

When Jesus commanded his “friend” disciples to love one another it was a 

command to practice a self-sacrificial love that builds and restores healthy relationships 

and communities even during times like this past year when we haven’t been able to be 

together face-to-face. 

As such, Trinity Presbyterian Church has practiced loving one another by 

worshiping exclusively online for over a year. 

Many of our Trinity “friends” we were used to seeing most weeks in the 

sanctuary and other places have for various reasons not joined us for the Facebook 

live stream worship service. 
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Nevertheless, through this online service we’ve both stayed in touch with those 

who participate and have also connected with other Trinity “friends” not only around 

the country, but around the world this past year. 

And we’ve made some new “friends,” some of whom we’ve never met in 

person but who we hope will continue to worship with us when we move to a hybrid 

online and in person worship service in the coming weeks. 

Being called Jesus’ “friends” is an invitation into relationship with him as God’s 

embodiment of Divine Love AND into relationship with one another as the recipients of 

that gift of Divine Love – even through the wonders of the internet and Facebook and 

YouTube where recordings of this service are posted each week. 

As the old hymn says, indeed, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”! 

To God be the Glory! 

Amen. 


