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June 20, 2021        Mark 4:35-41 

“Calling Upon the God of Wind and Wave” 

The past few weeks it’s seemed like every time I tuned into the local news 

there’s been another death by drowning in the greater St. Louis metro region. 

I think there may have been around a dozen recent deaths by drowning in area 

rivers and lakes. 

Even for experienced swimmers, fishing enthusiasts and other boat operators, 

bodies of water can unexpectedly turn dangerous and deadly. 

I remember several years ago on the first night of a Caribbean cruise suddenly 

experiencing choppy seas just as our dinner was served. 

Since I didn’t yet have my sea legs, the dishes weren’t the only things upset by 

those waves! 

Not pretty!   

But fortunately, the seas were smooth for the rest of our cruise. 

Our Gospel reading begins with Jesus inviting his inner circle of disciples out for 

an evening cruise across the Sea of Galilee, during which he took a well-earned nap in 

the back of the boat. 

This freshwater lake marked a boundary between the Jewish and Gentile 

regions of Palestine. 

It also marked a boundary Jesus would be inviting his disciples to cross as they 

joined with him in expanding his preaching, teaching, and healing mission and ministry. 

Just as a sudden gale turned the lake choppy with waves nearly swamping the 

boat, expanding Jesus’ mission and ministry of radical love and inclusion into the 

Gentile regions of Palestine would bring a storm of questions and challenges about 

WHO is included, indeed WHO is welcomed, in God’s Realm. 
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But first the disciples are dumbfounded that Jesus continues to sleep during this 

fierce popup storm. 

Waking him up, the disciples poignantly ask Jesus, “Teacher, do you not care 

that we are perishing?”  

There’s so much loaded into that question. 

In the short time of their acquaintance since Jesus had called them to follow, the 

disciples have not only seen him preach and teach like no other. 

They’ve also seen his power to heal all kinds of diseases, including what we 

would call mental illnesses, like no other, among their Jewish people. 

Yet now here they are in the middle of a sudden squall, and Jesus is asleep in 

the back of the boat. 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 

Did we follow you – not as we expected into a mission and ministry – and 

particularly toward an insurrection overthrowing the Romans, but instead to our deaths 

in this lake? 

After the Creator of the universe rebuked the wind and ordered the sea to be 

quiet, Jesus turned and asked the disciples, “Why are you afraid?” 

Uhhhhh…..yeah, right…..why are we afraid?   

We just saw the charismatic preacher, teacher, and healer we’ve been following 

tell a storm to shut up and be quiet! 

Aaaannnndddd now the sea is calm! 

“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

Who indeed? 

It needs to be said that nowhere in any of the Gospel accounts does Jesus say, 

“There’s nothing to be afraid of.” 
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Indeed, there’s plenty in our earthly lives to be afraid of. 

Other human beings who mean to do us harm are at the top of the list, and as 

Jews in Roman-occupied Palestine Jesus and his disciples were well aware of this. 

But so are poisonous snakes and spiders, pollution, climate change, natural 

disasters from things like fires, flooding, hurricanes, tornadoes, and earthquakes. 

The ongoing global pandemic, the politics of exclusion manifested in the 

negative societal impacts of systemic racism, ageism, ableism, gender and sexual 

orientation discrimination are all fears we today live with as well. 

We also fear disapproval, rejection, failure, meaninglessness, illness, and death 

– our own as well as of those we love. 

Among the big things in life we fear is change – in ourselves, in our 

relationships, in our employment and vocation, in our living arrangements, in our 

neighborhood and wider community, and in our church and the ways we practice our 

faith. 

While we, worshiping together in a progressive PC(U.S.A.) congregation, say 

“of course” to teaching critical race theory and welcoming the pastoral leadership of 

both women and people who identify as LGBTQ+, other Christian denominations 

including one holding its convention this past week are still in the storm-tossed seas of 

debating and splitting over these aspects of our God-given humanity. 

Never mind the storm created by the Catholic Church’s attempt to bring 

President Biden back into line by threatening to withhold being able to receive 

communion unless he changes his stance on abortion. 

It’s into these storm-tossed milieus and others with which we live over the 

course of our earthly lives Jesus commands, “Peace!  Be still!” 

Yet of course, there’s not always immediate peace nor stillness. 
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The possibility of reparations to descendants of African American slavery in our 

country has been debated for decades. 

Although the idea continues to face stiff opposition, primarily from white 

Americans, it has been gaining some traction in recent years. 

Ahead of and during yesterday’s St. Louis area Juneteenth celebrations Mayor 

Tishaura Jones and Representative Cori Bush each separately expressed their support 

and commitment to begin paying reparations to the descendants of African slavery in 

our country. 

According to a St. Louis Post-Dispatch article, Mayor Jones stated, “We need 

decisive action to address the racial wealth gap holding communities back across our 

country.” 

Mayor Jones is one of eleven U.S. mayors “who have pledged to pay 

reparations for slavery to a small group of Black residents in their cities, saying their 

aim is to set an example for the federal government on how a nationwide program 

could work.” 

Representative “Bush said it's time to reimburse the Blacks whose ancestors 

‘built America.’  

“We will not achieve freedom until we are compensated – compensated – for the 

wealth that was robbed from generations of Black people in this country,’’ Bush told the 

[Juneteenth] gathering. 

“We need reparations now, and I’m fighting for your reparations now,” Bush 

continued. 

“But I also want you to have money to be in education, and money to be there so 

you can build the home that you want, money to be there so you can have your own 

business if that’s what you want,” Bush stated.  
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Writing about this morning’s Gospel story for The Christian Century’s “Living by 

the Word” column Rev. Willie DeWayne Francois the Third said, “Sometimes Jesus’ 

call has an intrusive quality.  

“We have to live in a posture of flexibility and adaptability, because we don’t 

know when God will expand our life to see other shores,” Rev. Francois continued. 

Rev. Francois goes on to say that “Too often people of conscience and good will 

deliberate themselves into stagnation.  

“We spend our energy thinking about divine directives and invitations instead of 

pursuing them.”  

Instead, Rev. Francois states, “Jesus invites revolutionaries to leave the 

satisfaction of tested shores and undertake a journey toward the unknown.  

“I can imagine the disciples’ trepidation, leaving this side to pursue an unfamiliar 

and untested future on the other one,” he writes. 

“But,” he goes on to say, “risking our love of familiar shores is what enables us 

to ride the waves of God toward new shores that will deepen our humanity, expand our 

vocational identity, and contextualize our prophetic agenda.” 

This morning’s Gospel story is an invitation to turn again to the God of wind and 

wave, the Creator of the universe whose Spirit blew over creation separating land from 

sea, the One we trust to be more powerful than any personal, societal or political 

storms raging in our lives. 

That doesn’t mean that there won’t be storms, as we know all too well. 

What it does mean is that we won’t weather them alone, that the God who loves 

us enough to die for us is also with us in the boat, even if seeming to be asleep in the 

stern. 
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For as Rev. Francois wrote, “The disciples [left] the shores of Capernaum for 

another shore, a place to enlarge their spirits and renew their vocation of love.” 

He continues, “Love contests the politics of exclusion; it disrupts practices of 

propriety.  

“Love shrinks the distance between shores.  

“The authentic embrace of difference challenges our values and our moral nerve 

center.”  

Thus, Rev. Francois concludes, “We Jesus people can foster the spiritual 

stamina and the moral longing to search for other shores.” 

As we accept Jesus’ invitation to cruise across the potentially stormy lakes, 

rivers, seas and oceans of our earthly lives, the Creative God of wind and wave who 

calls us is also in the boat with us, providing needed peace and stillness along the way. 

To God be the glory!   

Amen. 


