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Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD  
 
Prelude                                           Allerseelen    
                                 by Richard Strauss, arr. David Brussel 
 
Welcome & Announcements  

 
Leader: The Lord be with you 
All:  And also with you  

                        
* Call to Worship                     Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah A Speed 
                                         A sanctified Art LLC
                                                   

Leader: Scripture is full of questions 
People:  Where are you?  
Leader: Where are you going?   
People: Whom shall I send?  
Leader: Who do you say that I am?  
People: Who sinned?  
Leader: How many times should I forgive?  
People: Whom are you looking for?  
Leader: God welcomes our curiosity and wonder,  

and invites us to look again at the world.  
All:  Let us ask and seek after 

our merciful God.   
 



* Gathering Song                   I Sing the Mighty Power of God
                                                                                                                                       Glory to God #32, v. 1-3 
* Invitation to Confession  
 
* Prayer of Confession  (Unison) 
 

God of compassion and mercy,  
we sometimes fail to see 
what you are doing in the world.  

 
We want you to act in ways we can predict.  
Forgive us when we do not recognize your miracles.  
Forgive us when we doubt the wisdom of your actions.  
Forgive us when we do not respond to your voice 
and ignore your call to show the world your love 
through acts of mercy, compassion and grace.  
 
Pour out your Spirit,  
may our hearts see the world and others 
through your love.  
Amen.  

 
* Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 
 

Leader: Beloved hear the good news,  
in all the ways we have sinned  
by breaking relationships 
with God, each other,  
ourselves, and creation,  
God offers us  
a source of healing,  
hope, and new life.  
 

People: Through Christ,  
we are forgiven, 
restored, and made whole.  
Thanks be to God!  
Amen 

 
* Passing The Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you 
 
People: And also with you 

 
Please share the peace of Christ with those around you 

 
* Song of Praise    Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 Glory to God #582, v. 1 
 

Time With Children           Rev. Mel Smith 
 
 

 



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
First Scripture Reading                   John 9.1-23 
 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so 
that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We* must work the works of him who sent me* while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 
neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the 
man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made 
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 
 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He 
said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is 
not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
 
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the 
man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he 
now see?’ 20His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know 
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 
22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus* to be the Messiah* would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; 
ask him.’ 
 
Anthem               Psalm 23 

by Shumpei Ishige 
 
Second Scripture Reading                 John 9.24-41 
 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know 
that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I 
was blind, now I see.’ 26They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27He answered 
them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?’ 28Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ 30The man 
answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We 
know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach 
us?’ And they drove him out. 
 



Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’* 
36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?* Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen 
him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38He said, ‘Lord,* I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I 
came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ 
40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to them, 
‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 
 

Message               Rev. Mel Smith 
 
Affirmation of Faith                 
 

To be reconciled to God  
is to be sent into the world  
as God’s reconciling community.  
 
This community, the church universal,  
is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation 
and shares God’s labor of healing the enmities  
which separate people from God 
and from each other.  
 
Christ has called the church to this mission 
and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
The church maintains continuity  
with the apostles and with Israel 
by faithful obedience to God’s call.  

 
Song of Response               O, Christ, the Healer 

Glory to God #793, v. 1-4 
 
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father,  
Who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever. Amen.  

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
Offering    
 

Invitation          “Then shall the righteous shine forth” from Elijah
                 by Felix Mendelssohn 

Then shall the righteous shine forth  
as the sun in their heavenly Father’s realm. 
Joy on their head shall be for everlasting, 

and all sorrow and mourning shall flee away forever. 



Doxology                        We Are an Offering 
        Glory to God #710 v. 1 

 
Prayer of Dedication  

 
Merciful God,   
What can we offer that you have not already given? 
What can we bring that doesn’t already belong to you?  
And yet we trust that you recognize our gifts 
as an outpouring of gratitude  
and receive them with joy.  
May all that we bring and all of who we are  
help proclaim your presence and love,  
in our city, and around the world.  
Amen. 

 
Song of Service           I heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

Glory to God #182, v. 1-3 
 
* Commission and Blessing 
 
Postlude              “Aus alten Märchen winkt es” from Dichterliebe 
                     by Robert Schumann 
 
About the Music 
There is a deep connection between pastoralism and the desire for restoration. It is not just in the direct metaphor 
between spring blossomings and the return of life, but also in the ache for a time immemorial when life was simple 
and harmonious. The Ancient Greeks had a lauded Golden Age, the Bible has the Garden of Eden—even now in the 
US as we face deep crises, think of some of the bucolic imagery used to invoke supposedly better times. In one way 
or another, the music today reflects this, as we look forward to both spring and Easter. 

“Allerseelen,” by Richard Strauss, is a piece for All Soul’s Day. Various flowers are mentioned as the poem honors 
the dead, each stanza ending with “as once in May.” “Aus alten Märchen winkt es” (“From old tales it beckons”) is 
from Schumann’s song cycle Dichterliebe, or The Poet’s Love. The “it” which beckons is a hand bringing the poet 
to a land full of blooming flowers, golden evenings, and love ringing out in song from people and trees alike, and 
where pain is no more. Psalm 23 has similar imagery and themes, but whereas the two prior poems focus on a longing, 
the psalm is confident: the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. (Note the setting of the final “forever” in Psalm 23 
as a typical “amen” cadence found in many a hymn.) Just as the blind man in the reading has his sight restored through 
his faith in Christ, so is the psalmist restored in his faith in God, invoked as the harmony of mankind and nature so 
long wished for. 

Participants in Today's Worship 
Acolyte – Simmone Klein 
Children & Youth Minister – Hannah Peters  
Communications Coordinator – Katie Gibbons  
Director of Music & Pianist/Organist – Christian Hendricks 
Guest Soloist - Robert Fox on the French Horn 
Liturgist – Brian Gordon 
Preacher  – Rev Mel Smith 
Technical Support – Dylan Voss 
Ushers – Barry, Rose, Blair and Owen Rudert and Cathy Smith 

 
 



The Trinity Choir: 
Soprano – Aleta Klein, Cricket Gordon, Jenn Clodi, Madeline Black (Section Leader) 
Alto – Margy Brown, Nancy Wagoner, Rachel Presti, Janelle Pierce (Section Leader)  
Tenor – Pat Courtney, Evan Babel (Section Leader) 
Bass –Nigel Holloway, Brian Schroer, Clayton Mathews (Section Leader) 
 
Contact Trinity’s staff and leadership by emailing admin@trinityucity.org or contacting the church office. 

 
 
                 TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES FOR MARCH 19, 2023 

We open our doors to all persons to join in worship, fellowship, educational programs, and service. 
We welcome into membership all who profess faith in Jesus Christ without regard to gender, race, 

ethnic origin, worldly conditions, sexual orientation, disability, or any other human condition. 
We elect and ordain persons who are called by God and committed to serving the 

Lord Jesus Christ in the Church.

Troubling the Waters: A Year of Spirituals 
As Trinity wraps up its exploration of the Spiritual in our Troubling the Waters: A Year of Spirituals initiative, the 
Mission and Ministry Committee asks you to prayerfully consider what type of donation you might choose to make 
to our Negro Spirituals Fund as your "royalty payment" for the ability to be able to sing during worship the 
anonymous spirituals found in our hymnal. Aware that the evils of slavery stripped the names of the composers 
from the songs, we can in a small way make reparations for this wrong by gathering funds that we then pass on to 
the local Legend Singers choral group so that they may continue their mission of keeping the history of African-
American musical traditions, including spirituals, alive. You can always write a check to Trinity with "Negro 
Spirituals Fund" in the memo line, or you can attend our final event--the Sunday, April 30th, 3pm Legend SIngers 
fundraising concert in the sanctuary-- and give a free-will offering at that time. Questions?: please ask Liz Nelson 
(314-359-2478) 
 
Join us for an Adult Education in March 
March 19 
Bible Study on Ezekiel 37.1-14 
“Can These Bones Live” 
Led by Mel Smith 
 
Food Collection During Lent 
Looking for a practice to help mark the season of Lent? Join us in bringing items for the Winger Food Pantry! 
 
Below is a full list of the Sundays in Lent, along with the hygiene or food items that we will be collecting on that 
day. 
 
Everything that’s listed is either a hygiene item or staple food which goes into grocery bags for our Winger Food 
Pantry clients each week. 
 
Please consider adding an item or two to your grocery list and bring it with you each Sunday – together we will 
work to love and serve our community. 
 

• Sun. Feb. 26 – Personal Care Items: bar soap, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, toothpaste/toothbrush 
(individually packaged)  

• Sun. Mar. 5 – Protein: canned tuna, canned chicken, beans, peanut butter  
• Sun. Mar. 12 – canned veggies: peas, green beans, carrots, corn  
• Sun. Mar. 19 – canned yams, canned potatoes, instant mashed potatoes 



• Sun. Mar. 26 – canned fruit: peaches, pears, pineapple, mandarin oranges, individual servings of 
applesauce.  

• Sun. Apr. 2 – pasta, pasta sauce, macaroni and cheese, rice 
 
The Food Pantry uses the local Schnucks store to purchase canned goods and other non-perishables for 
the pantry. We are taking part in the Schnucks reward program and receive award credits to use as credit 
against our food pantry purchases. If you shop at Schnucks, you too can add to this by using Trinity's phone 
number 725-3840 when checking out. The credit will go against future food pantry purchases. The small 
amounts add up! 
 
Trinity is “broadcasting” our Sunday morning 10 a.m. worship service via our Facebook page or you can 
watch the recording on YouTube later on. Those who participate in this way on home computers or  mobile 
devices can even type messages to one another during the live service, such as doing a virtual passing of the 
peace. Also, Facebook has captions! While watching the service, find the gear icon at the bottom of the video  
and click on it. When you do, an option pops up to turn on closed captioning! 
 
While we live in this challenging time, Trinity continues to be available to all those who need us. Members 
desiring pastoral care are encouraged to call the church office at 314-725-3840 or to reach out to Deacon Corie 
Merker, 314-434-8286. Your need will be shared confidentially with our Pastor the Reverend Mel Smith. You 
also can email her directly at melanie.smith@trinityucity.org 
 
Supporting the church through your financial gifts continues to be encouraged! Please mail your 
contributions to Trinity Presbyterian Church, Att’n: Linde, 6800 Washington Ave., University City, MO 63130, or 
check out the online giving instructions below. 

1) Text the code TPCDONATE $[your gift] to 73256. You'll receive a text back with a link that lets you 
complete your online donation. 
2) Log in to your Onrealm account (onrealm.org) and click on the "Giving" tab. 

 
Session 

Diana Gray, Kevin Harkins, Diane Hemphill, Jayne Howard, Jane Kaiser, Zach Krivonak, 
Sarah New Mayer (Clerk), Hannah Nutt, & Blair Rudert 

 
Deacons 

DeAnne Brown, Stacey Carman, Cricket Gordon, Jennifer Higginbotham, John Merker, Kim Merritt, 
Lynn Reid, Rose Rudert, & Christy Schindler 

 
 
Prayers for Peace, Healing, Strength, Safety, Hope, Comfort and Thanksgiving 

• For Jane Kaiser as she prepares for stent surgery in late March.  
• For Jayne Howard and family on the passing from this life of her father Doyne Howard in early March. 
• For the family of Bettye Dew, formerly active at Trinity, on her passing from this life in January. A 

celebration of life is set for March 18. 
• For Nedra Bodman Schoberlein, as she faces additional treatments and surgeries. 
• For Greg Lage, friend of the Schindler family, and his wife Mindy, and his daughters, in rehab and dealing 

with short term memory issues but progressing physically after his serious bike accident October 1.  
• For Megan Merritt, for pain relief as she seeks additional treatment for injuries involving her ankle. 
• For Judy Thomsen’s son Scott, who has been receiving treatment for pancreatic cancer at the Mayo Clinic. 

Judy and her husband have been caring for the grandkids in Denver.  
• For Jen and Marty Cooke, Aunt and Uncle to John and Katie Howard, who are partnered in Marty’s 

challenging journey with Parkinson’s. 
• For Elaine and Harley Gordon, Brian Gordon’s brother and his wife Elaine, who are dealing with multiple 

health issues.  



• For Art Platt, who is suffering with multiple health problems and is working with his doctors on possible 
solutions.    

• For Sue Lorenz’s niece Pat, who continues to have little appetite despite some relief from nausea. 
• For Inge Crowley, friend of Jenn & Jeff Clodi, who needs prayers for healing. 

 
Prayers for Ongoing Support 

• For Kim Merritt, as she prepares for new treatment for various health issues. 
• For Linda Zangara’s niece Shana.  
• For Anna Gordon, daughter of Brian and Cricket Gordon. 
• For all those protesting racial injustice and working for equity, each in their own way. 
• For Brian Gordon, living with multiple health challenges, and for Cricket who is caring for him. 
• For Marilyn Swain, cousin of Jane Gibbons, at home recovering from a stroke. 
• For Neil Norkaitis, living with various health concerns, and Sandy who is caring for him.  
• For Kathie and Bill Cahoon and Kathie's mother Mary Schmid, as they continue to work through various 

health challenges.   
• For Mary Dressendorfer Rivera, cousin of Linda Peterson, who has metastatic breast cancer. 
• For Marge Plourde, living with memory challenges at Laclede Groves. 
• For Light for the Darkness, an organization that helps to counsel people in St. Louis who have mental health 

issues.  
• For DeAnne and Gordon's son, Joe, as they deal with the problems of schizophrenia. 
• For Donna Fairchild, mother of Connie Torretta, managing health issues in Florida.  
• For Bob Lorenz, who has health challenges, and for Sue, who is caring for him. 
• For the Schroer family, Brian, Mary and Jo, as Mary’s mother, Marianne Clark, is in hospice care. 
• For Don Ware, friend of Art Platt, who is living with cancer. 
• For Jean Dausch, Cricket Gordon's friend, coping with primary lateral sclerosis (PLS). 
• For M’ticqah Barbour, Opal’s daughter and Nasia Metcalfe’s mother, who is coping with severe symptoms 

of Sickle Cell Disease. 
 
 


